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Women voice their concern about REDD+

Call for climate justice on International Women’s Day

Women’s groups, civil society organizations and activists have come together to call out for alternatives to the proposed policies and incentives under the United Nations Framework on Climate Change Convention (UNFCCC) to reduce emissions from deforestation and forest degradation and enhance carbon stocks (REDD+). In a statement, individuals and groups, including indigenous peoples assert that REDD + is still a covert way of allowing greater destruction to the world’s remaining forests and communities, especially women. 

Ana Filippini of the World Rainforest Movement explains, “REDD + will contribute to a global land grab of communities' and indigenous peoples' lands and territories, which will particularly affect women. Industrialized-country governments and corporations will only pay for the preservation of forests if they get rights over the carbon in those forests in return. This will have a particular impact on women as their property rights are less secure.”

Under REDD +, developed countries pay a certain amount to governments to keep trees in a forest from being cut. However, the mechanism hardly addresses the climate crisis that is primarily caused by the huge amounts of emissions from developed countries. “The offset mechanism of REDD+ takes away the responsibility for mitigation from the North. Worse, it shifts this responsibility to the South,” Filippini added. While REDD + may facilitate corporations in saving a forest in one place, it allows them to pollute and as a result harm communities elsewhere. 

The mechanism is blind to the varying political contexts in countries, lending subsistence communities and indigenous peoples more vulnerable to land grabbing and other forms of violence. 

In places where women are so poor and lack legal access to land, REDD + can further disenfranchise them, denying them access to forest resources to meet the nutritional, health and cultural needs of their families and communities. It is also unclear how women’s stake in decision-making can be upheld in this context. 

The statement was initially drafted by individuals, women’s groups and CSOs who are concerned with the inroads made by REDD + during the negotiations at the 16th UNFCCCC Conference of Parties in December 2011 in Cancun, Mexico. On the occasion of the International Women’s Day, the statement is being re-launched, opening it for the participation of more stakeholders and strengthening the campaign against REDD + as a false solution to climate change. 

If you or your organization would like to make a stand on this issue, add your signature to a growing list of individuals and organizations who would like to keep our forests (and not just trees) free and growing. The statement is available on the GenderCC-Women for Climate Justice Website: http://www.gendercc.net/fileadmin/inhalte/Dokumente/UNFCCC_conferences/COP16/Position_women_redd_signatories.pdf 

To sign, please e-mail: mujeresporjusticiaclimatica@gmail.com
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