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Background
•

The policy recommendations emanated from all the GAMMA steps
undertaken including interviews with key persons in the cities
departments and sectors and the national government’s departments.

•

The key objective of the gender assessment report is to provide a
baseline of the climate policies and measures in the Cities and National
government in relation to gender.

•

And to determine whether the adaptation and mitigation policy
measures and actions proposed in the cities latest Climate Change
Strategies & Plans are gender-responsive and if they offer co-benefits
from a gender perspective. Furthermore, to identify gaps that exist in
the programs and policies outlined in the prescribed policies &
programs. How these policies can be improved in order to address
gender issues and contribute to gender equality.

•

Based on these key findings & gaps, recommendations were identified.

S.A. ‘s POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS

Review of national & local climate
change policies for gender
responsiveness.

Cities climate policies to focus on
transformational actions that
address the “root cause of
vulnerability.”

Urban policies to push for denser
cities for a more effective public
transport system that addresses
access to services like shops,
markets, schools, child-care, and
health care centers.

Local counsellors to be
empowered to deal with gender
differentiated impacts &
Integrated Development Plan
should be used as tool to
influence policy

Accurate collection of data
disaggregated by sex and gender
& establishment of gender
units/desks.

Tracking of changes in wellbeing
and resilience.

Stakeholder engagement and
communication to the general
public to improve policymaking
process

Monitoring & evaluation
mechanisms to ensure
institutional capacity and
improved coordination

National policies should explicitly
address care work and care
economy and must acknowledge
indigenous and traditional
knowledge.

Consideration of Gender
responsive Budgeting & Funding

National government to support
local government on climate &
gender issues and nationalize &
implement the UNFCCC GAP

It is important to note that gender mainstreaming is not
about simply adding a ‘woman’s component’ or a ‘gender
equality component’ to existing interventions for
combatting climate change. The process entails that the
perceptions, experiences, knowledge, interests, needs, and
priorities of males and females are given equal weight in
planning and decision-making. It is also important to note
that gender mainstreaming is contextual. Different contexts
need to be informed by an effective gender analysis. This
process plays a critical role in ensuring that women, men,
girls, and boys are not disadvantaged by climate change
interventions. It allows for the collection of vital genderdisaggregated data that is needed to inform the various
gender mainstreaming phases.
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